Maintained Nursery School Closures: Legal Procedure Timeline
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Procedures to be followed by a Governing Body wishing to change a school’s session times
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Up to 2 months (longer if referred to the Adjudicator)





6 weeks (or 4 weeks if the school is in a concern category





Likely to be no longer than 12 months





1 day





No prescribed timescale





Implementation





Decision





Representations





Publication





Consultation





2 weeks prior to parents meeting


Parents/staff can object to proposed changes in writing to the governing body.


Request meeting with governing body


Submit further objections





Maintain publicity about the closure/ positive stories about the nursery under threat, to ensure a high media profile





Request meeting with SOC. Submit further objectives





Parents meeting


Parents, HT and others whom the Governing Body invite can object to the proposed changes at a meeting.





Submit initial objections. Hold a campaign meeting and invite the local community





Initial Consultation


Teachers and other staff can submit initial objections to the governing body. Hold a campaign meeting and unite the local community and parents.





Step Six:


Timing





Step Five:


Giving Notice





Step Four:


Arranging a meeting





Step Three:


Telling the parents





Step One:


Consulting LA, HT and staff





Step Two:


Preparing a statement





Taking effect of changed school session times





Giving notice to parents, staff and the LA





Calling a meeting





Circulating the statement





Consultation





Notice to parents


3 Months Notice


is required for changes to start and end of school day





6 Weeks Notice


for all other changes.





Governing Body consider comments made at meeting before deciding to go ahead with changes





The new school session times must be implemented at the start of the school year (usually the first part of September) where the changes affect the start and finish times of the school day and the start of the school term for all other changes (i.e. changing the time of the midday break).
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