ADULT:CHILD RATIOS IN EARLY EDUCATION AND DAY CARE SETTINGS
	Type of setting
	Ratios set in National Standards for Day Care
	Ratios set in guidance for maintained schools

	Reception Classes
	
	No specific ratio is set in guidance but class sizes should be ‘manageable’.  Legislation limits the size to 30 or fewer.   

	Maintained nursery classes
	
	3 - 5 years = 2:26 (1:13) where one adult is a qualified teacher and one a qualified nursery assistant

	Maintained nursery schools 
	
	3 - 5 years = 2:20 (1:10) where one adult is a qualified teacher and one a qualified nursery assistant

	Private nursery schools

(children 3 - 5 yrs, not registered with DfEE as or part of an independent school, open for the school day during term times only.)


	3 - 5 years = 2:20 (1:10) where head combines teaching with administration and 2:26 (1:13) where head does not teach.  One must be a qualified teacher and one a qualified nursery assistant
	

	Full day care (all ages)
	0 - 2 years = 1:3

2 years = 1:4

3 - 7 years = 1:8
	

	Sessional day care (largely provided for 3 - 5 year olds)
	0 - 2 years = 1:3

2 years = 1:4

3 - 7 years = 1:8
	

	Crèches
	0 - 2 years = 1:3

2 years = 1:4

3 - 7 years = 1:8
	

	Open Access Facilities
	5 – 7 years = 1:13
(or higher if the scheme
is a public park)
	

	Out of School Care
	3 – 7 years = 1:8
	

	Childminders
	Maximum of 6 under 8 years with no more than 3 under 5 years. Of the 3 no more than 1 under 1 years.  4 year olds receiving education treated as 5 year olds
	


NB For day care or early education in independent schools there are currently no fixed ratio requirements.
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