
CAMPAIGN PETITION: THE EARLY YEARS NEEDS QUALIFIED TEACHERS 

To:  Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Education and Skills OR Local MP
We the undersigned petition on behalf of ………………..  nursery school/Children’s Centre to stop the proposal to replace qualified early years teachers with Early Years Professionals/ other staff.
It is proposed that (description of the local situation)……………………………


We are opposed to the replacement of qualified teachers by other staff because we believe that:

· The level of study and training required to gain qualified teacher status provides the best guarantee that all children, whatever their home circumstances and prior learning, will have their educational needs met in an appropriate way.

· The interests of young children are best served by teams of qualified specialist early years teachers and support staff working together. 

· Independent research has shown that settings which use qualified teachers provide the highest standards of education and care for young children.

There is no real justification for replacing qualified teachers with other early years staff. What is needed is sufficient funding, resources and support provided to both existing and new Children’s Centres and nursery schools to raise standards and develop high quality solutions to existing issues.
Please sign this petition and support our campaign “The Early Years Needs Qualified Teachers”
Signature, name and address of at least one petitioner:
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Please use separate sheet for further signatures

Please return this form to:
……………………………………………………





……………………………………………………  

Please contact us on (Tel number)……….. or via (Email) ……………….
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