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GCSE Results

Commenting on today’s GCSE results Christine Blower General Secretary of the National Union of Teachers the largest teachers’ union said; 

“Overall the GCSE results are again a massive vote of confidence in young people and their teachers. The continuing improvement in results in the sciences, and English and mathematics demonstrates the high quality and effectiveness of comprehensive education. 
“Yet again, of real concern is the decline in the study of modern foreign languages, particularly French and German. This was reflected in last week’s A level results. I find it extraordinary that French which has for so long been core to the secondary curriculum should now have dropped out of the top ten GCSEs taken by young people. I urge the Government to come up with a coherent policy for ensuring that all young people acquire at least one modern foreign language.  
“For those who criticise the GCSE they should reflect on the negative impact that criticism has on the morale and confidence of young people. While there are strong arguments for reviewing the overall examination system, as Tomlinson did, GCSEs as they stand represent both rigour and quality and young people can be proud of the grades they have achieved ”.
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