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OFSTED WORKFORCE REFORM - NOT A TRUE EVALUATION

Commenting on the Ofsted report into workforce reform Christine Blower, General Secretary of the National Union of Teachers, the largest teachers’ union said;

“I am afraid that the Ofsted report on school workforce reform only paints a partial picture. It is not a true evaluation. The Government’s own commissioned research has shown that workforce reform has had little impact on teachers’ workload and a possible negative effect on standards.

“I am deeply disturbed that the report shows that in order to save money some schools are using teaching assistants to substitute for supply teachers. The fact is that workforce reform has never properly tackled how to cover those periods when the assigned teacher is not available, for example for reasons of PPA or sickness. We should be using supply teachers properly and effectively as they have the skills knowledge and experience that are beneficial to children and young people.
“I am not surprised that Ofsted could only identify six schools which followed the intentions of workforce reform. The reforms blur the roles of support staff leading to confusion and their inappropriate deployment, particularly for children with the greatest needs, such as those with SEN”.  
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For further details contact Caroline Cowie on 0207 380 4706 or 07879480061

