POLITICAL FUND/HEARTH

LOCAL OFFICERS TO MEMBERS

Version 1 MH  03 11 07

To all members of.... Association/Division

Dear Colleague,

VOTE ‘YES’ FOR A POLITICAL FUND

On January 7 a national postal ballot opens on the proposal, agreed at the Union’s annual conference at Easter, to set up an NUT political fund.

The officers of [------ Association/Division] fully support this initiative and urge you to vote Yes because the Union needs a political fund to campaign against racist and fascist organisations, such as the British National Party (BNP), at election times.

The BNP put up hundreds of candidates in council elections throughout England and Wales in 2006 and 2007, particularly in traditional working class areas in the North East, the North West, the Midlands and Essex. Last year the BNP won 11 of the 13 council seats it contested in Barking and Dagenham.
[If the BNP or a similar organisation has put up candidates or has councillors in your area insert brief details here.]

The NUT was prevented by law from campaigning against the racists during these elections, because it did not have a political fund. If a trade union wants to say ‘Don’t vote for the BNP’ it must pay for leaflets and other activities from a special political fund, which can be set up only after a secret ballot of members.

[If appropriate you may wish to insert a paragraph based on the following.]

We invite you to attend the next meeting of ....Association/Division where there will be an opportunity to discuss the proposal with fellow members. The meeting is at {insert place} on {insert day and date starting at {insert time}.
Having a political fund will not change the political independence which traditionally the Union has maintained in speaking uncompromisingly for teachers and for education.  The rules of the Union limit the use of an NUT political fund so that it cannot be used to finance political parties, and the decisions of the Union’s Conference further limited use of the fund so that it can only be used to campaign against those who use election platforms to spread racist and fascist ideas in our community.  The fund cannot and will not be used to support political parties or candidates.
If a majority of members vote for a political fund, the fee will be 1 per cent of the full members’ subscription in any given year. In 2008 the amount will be £1.42. If you do not wish to contribute you will have the legal right to opt out.

The ballot opens on January 7 2008 and will be administered for the union by the independent scrutineers Electoral Reform (Ballot Services) Ltd, to whom completed voting papers should be returned by January 28. 

Please note that the wording of the voting paper has to comply with the legal requirements of the Certification Officer, a government official responsible for trade unions. The voting paper will therefore ask whether or not you are in favour of a resolution that the political objects set out in section 72 of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 be adopted as an object of the Union – i.e do you agree to the Union setting up a political fund? 

The relevant section of the Act will be printed on reverse of the paper along with an explanatory statement and the rules of a National Union of Teachers political fund.

The officers of [.......... Association/Division] believe it is in the best interests of teachers and schools for the NUT to be able to effectively challenge racism in our community at election time.

We urge you to vote Yes for a political fund, even should you not want to contribute to it, so that those who do wish to are able to.

Yours sincerely

Add appropriate end salutation
