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Vote Yes for an NUT political fund

Ballot opens January 7

Last year the far right British National Party (BNP) put up over 700 candidates in council elections throughout the country. In Barking and Dagenham they won 11 of the 13 seats they contested.

[If appropriate insert brief details of BNP or similar organisations’ electoral campaigns in your area.]

Yet the NUT was unable to stand up and say ‘Don’t vote for the BNP. Don’t vote for racist and fascists.’ This is because it does not have a political fund.

The law stipulates that if a trade union wants to urge its members or the wider electorate to vote for – or to vote against – a particular political party, it must pay for such activities out of a special political fund which has to be set up by a vote of members in a secret ballot.

This year’s NUT conference agreed that the Union should have a political fund specifically ‘to campaign at elections against political parties who promote racist, fascist and similar views’.

You will be able to have your say in a national ballot of all NUT members on the proposal to set up a political fund. This secret postal ballot runs from January 7 to January 28.

The officers of [..... Association/Division] urge you to vote Yes for a political fund because we believe it is in the best interests of teachers, pupils, parents and the whole education service for our Union to be able to campaign unhindered against racist and fascist ideas at election times.

Such divisive and poisonous ideas have no place in our education system and need to be vigorously challenged in the wider community. If a far right party gained control of a local education authority, this would have far-reaching and damaging consequences for community cohesion.

Our Union has a long and proud history of campaigning for equality. It must have a political fund to speak out freely against racists and fascists at election times.

An NUT political fund will not alter our traditional political independence. The ballot is not about affiliating to or supporting any political party, it is about enabling the Union to campaign against racist and fascist parties during elections.

Other education unions – such as the University and College Union (formerly NATFHE and AUT), the NASUWT, and the Educational Institute of Scotland–  have political funds but remain independent of any political party.

If a majority of members vote to set up a political fund, you will have the legal right to opt out if you do not wish to contribute.  however, even if you think you won’t want to contribute, we ask you to vote Yes in the ballot so that those who do wish pay into a political fund are able to do so.

It is proposed that the annual contribution to a political fund, by those who wish to participate, will be an additional payment calculated as one per cent of the full annual subscription. In 2008 the full rate will be £142. So you would pay just £1.42 a year (the ‘political levy’) on top of your normal subscription. 

This amount would be the same for all paying members, whether full- or part-time or retired. Honorary and life members, who enjoy free membership, would have the option to pay into the political fund, as would student members. 

We urge you to vote Yes in the forthcoming ballot so that the NUT can play its full part countering those who use elections to spread their racist ideas which socially divisive and can do so much damage to children’s education.

