Support
SATs – quotes from experts
"The SATs are a burden for everyone… I think we are obsessed by giving kids scores, measuring them, producing research that's based on statistics. This 'biometric' approach to human behaviour is to my mind corrupting."

Michael Rosen, children’s author (Mumnet webchat, 7 May)
"I totally support the SATs boycott. These tests waste huge amounts of time and money and undermine high quality primary education in England. Children up to the age of 11 should have broad and balanced curriculum experiences rather than a narrow focus on literacy and numeracy. The new government must give teachers back their professionalism and trust in teachers’ abilities to accurately and fairly assess their pupils’ capabilities."

Janet Moyles, Professor Emeritus, Anglia Ruskin University (early years specialist) (Evening Standard, 12 May)
"SAT’s serve little purpose beyond allowing ministers to make dubious claims about education policies.

"Tom Burkard, Centre for Policy Studies (Evening Standard, 12 May)
"Schools use extracts to spot the metaphor or the simile, instead of allowing children to read whole books. We have seen a real increase in the technical dismantling of literature with the specific aim of hitting targets and doing well in exams."

Alan Gibbons, children’s author, (Daily Telegraph, 10 May)
Last night at 10pm, my 11 year old son came downstairs in a state. He felt sick, he said, and thought he might be sick. He has done this often this school year, pretty much every time SATS are mentioned. Yesterday the school ran another 'test' paper. We kept him off school today because he didn't fall asleep till after midnight, having panic attack after panic attack.

Parent in Mumsnet webchat with Michael Rosen
We are totally with you on SATs. Their only purpose seems to be to place a school in its position on a league table. My second daughter, in Year 6, has done nothing other than maths and literacy since September. Apparently they are going to fit the rest of the curriculum into what's left of the year after the end of next week!

Parent in Mumsnet webchat with Michael Rosen
I just wanted to say thank you for speaking out against SATs. I taught a Year 6 class last year and found the entire experience horrific. Sadly, I no longer feel I can continue in education because of it. I'm sure I'm not alone in this. Let's hope we can return to giving children a love of literature rather than teaching to the test.

Parent/teacher in Mumsnet webchat with Michael Rosen
Just wanted to say how brilliant it is that you and your fellow authors are supporting the SATs boycott. I have an 11 year old boy who loves science and IT but has not done any in class time since Easter 'because of SATs'.

Parent/teacher in Mumsnet webchat with Michael Rosen
SATs quotes – head teachers and teachers
"Is a 45-minute exam the best way to make conclusions about seven years of work in primary schools?"

From three schools of the Lydney Network: Lydney C of E Community School, Severnbanks Primary School, Yorkley Primary School
"We know our children well. No SATs test is going to show the whole child. We are constantly assessing the child – it is an insult not to take notice of teachers’ professional judgement."

Sally Morrison, Head Teacher, Eyres Monsell Primary School, Leicester
"So many heads have overwhelming supported the boycott because SATs do not tell us anything new about children. They are not diagnostic and come too late to tell us any news apart from creating league tables".

Gugsy Ahmed, Head Teacher, Parkinson Lane Community Primary School, Halifax
"Not one Year 6 parent came in to complain or question the decision to boycott. When we leafleted the rest of the parents we had a completely positive response, and we collected over 120 signatures for the petition. We even had a parent phone us to apply to move her child to our school because she’d heard we were boycotting."

Polly Donnison, Benthal Primary School
"The league tables are unfair and do not reflect all the excellent work that goes on in school in foundation subjects like art, music, humanities and PE… Some subjects, well loved by pupils and important to engage and excite them, get squeezed out until that magic moment in May when the SATs are over!"

Rachael Thomas, Head Teacher, Filton Avenue Junior School, Bristol 
"I'm very pleased that the NUT and NAHT have led this action, and personally proud that 10 of our local cluster colleagues have boycotted the tests and made the point that the continuing official pre-occupation with SATs results, imposed on primary schools, is damaging to both children's learning and school improvement."

Ian Dixon, Head Teacher, Cam Everlands, Primary School Gloucestershire
