Suggested questions you may wish to ask local candidates

The General Election gives you the chance to put questions to local prospective parliamentary candidates (PPCs) about issues of importance to teachers.

The NUT’s charters for teachers and on education may provide you with some ideas of the points to raise. In addition, the questions below can be used.

· Are you committed to maintaining the present framework of national pay and conditions for teachers?

· If elected will you work to safeguard teachers’ physical and mental health? 
· Do you believe teachers’ pensions benefits should be protected?

· Do you agree that there should be an independent review of the National Curriculum and Assessment System in England as there has been in Wales?

· Would you seek to reform the current arbitrary school inspection system and instead campaign for a system which supports, rather than punishes, school communities?

· What will you and your party do to ensure that the target of eradicating child poverty by 2020 is met?

· What measures do you believe should be taken to ensure that schools have support in tackling pupil indiscipline?

· Will you campaign for smaller classes and to ensure children have improved access to personal learning opportunities?

· How will your party tackle the issues of discrimination and inequality within education for pupils and for teachers?

· Do you think a minimum funded annual entitlement for teacher’s professional development should be introduced?

· What do you think should be done to ensure that teachers are protected from the effects of a false allegation being made against them? 

· Many newly-built schools, in particular academies, are extremely energy-inefficient and uncomfortable to teach and learn in.  What would you do about this?  

· Do you think parents should have a right to send their children to good local schools that are publicly provided, not run by private sponsors?

· What are your views on the current social partnership arrangements and do you believe the next government should work constructively with all the teacher trade unions?
