10 Reasons Why SATs Should Go
1.
SATs do not improve pupils’ learning or raise standards

There is no evidence that the end of Key Stage tests have led to individual pupils reaching higher levels of attainment than they would have done if the tests had not been introduced (Cambridge Primary Review).
2.
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland do not use SATs

The other countries of the UK have recognised that children do just as well, if not better, than children in England without a national high-stakes testing system. 

3.
SATs have a negative impact on children’s learning

Repeated testing and preparation for the tests de-motivates children and reduces their learning potential, as it encourages them to use strategies designed to gain marks in the tests, rather than increase their understanding (Evidence for Policy and Practice Information Centre). 
4.
SATs have a negative impact on children’s well-being
Pupils, particularly those who are less able, have a more negative attitude to school and to their own ability to learn, due to the pressure and stress of testing (Evidence for Policy and Practice Information Centre).
5.
SATs reduce pupil’s access to a broad and balanced curriculum
The much greater attention given to the tested subjects restricts the time available for other subjects and activities which can most interest and challenge pupils (OFSTED). 
6.
SATs are not a reliable way of measuring pupils’ achievements

Not only are there concerns about the level of marker accuracy, with up to 25% of children potentially receiving the wrong grade, the tests can only ever assess a limited range of a child’s skills and knowledge in a subject (King’s College, London). 
7.
SATs are not a cost effective way of securing accountability
The current testing system is estimated to cost £20million per year (Cambridge Primary Review). That figure does not include the time and effort pupils, teachers and parents put in to preparing for them. That funding would be better used to support genuine teaching and learning.  
8.
The general public does not support SATs

In a survey of 10,000 parents in 2009, 85% disagreed that the current system of Key Stage 2 tests should continue (NAHT). Only 0.63% of the population believes that more testing would improve primary education (British Social Attitudes Survey 2005). 
9.
There is a responsible alternative to the SATs
There is firm evidence that formative assessment, or assessment for learning, by teachers produces significant learning gains for pupils (Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam). To provide information about national standards in primary schools and to allow trends in performance to be monitored over time or compared to that of other countries, a national sampling test system could be used, as it is already for Key Stage 2 science.  
10.
Externally-moderated teacher assessment would be a more effective way of assessing children’s learning
Assessment is a core aspect of every teacher’s daily work in the classroom. Teachers evaluate a much wider range of pupils’ learning, over a longer time period, than is possible through the SATs. The money saved by abolishing the SATs could be invested in moderation and professional development activities which would ensure that teachers’ assessments were consistent between and within schools and free from any unconscious bias. 
