Conduct of Elections:

Officers, Executive, Examiners of Accounts, General Secretary & Deputy General Secretary
20.
(a)
Eligibility to Vote.
All those, other than students, who are in membership of the Union at the date voting commences shall be entitled to vote in the election except in the case of elections where voting commences after 31 May, when those whose membership has lapsed as determined by Rule 42(b) shall also not be entitled to vote.

(b) Counting of Votes and Returning Officer.

The counting of votes shall be under the control and administration of an appointed independent scrutineer and a representative of the independent scrutineer shall act as Returning Officer. The count in each election covered by this rule shall commence at midday on the day on which the ballot is due to close. Details of the name and address of the Independent Scrutineer appointed by the Union for each election shall be advised to associations at the time of circulation of the timetable for the election.

(c) Declaration and Publication of Results.
(i)
The results of each election shall be declared and notified to each candidate as soon as possible after the conclusion of the count. The results shall be published in accordance with any statute for the time being in force, but in any event no later than three months following the declaration of the Result.

(ii)
A copy of the Independent Scrutineer's Report and Certified Election Result Sheet(s) shall be available for inspection by any member at the Union's Headquarters and at any of the Union's Regional Offices and the Wales Office.

(iii)
The results of the Officers and Executive Elections shall be circulated at the first session of Annual Conference following the election.

(d) Tied Result


In the event of a tied result, the result of the election will be determined in accordance with parliamentary procedures under the auspices of the appointed independent scrutineer.
(e) Period of office.



Subject to the provisions of Rule 12(c) members of the Executive and Examiners of Accounts shall hold office from the close of the Conference at which their election is reported until the close of the Annual Conference immediately following the holding of the next biennial election.

(f) Omission to issue voting papers.

Provided that all reasonably practicable steps have been taken, the election shall not be invalidated by the failure of members to receive voting papers, otherwise than by the operation of law.
(g) Countermand.

If after the latest time for delivery of nomination papers and before the latest date upon which voting papers are to be supplied to members eligible to vote under the provision of Rule 20(a) by the Union a candidate who remains validly nominated dies, or becomes disqualified for election under the Rules of the Union, the President of the Union shall countermand the election in the case of the Officers, Treasurer and Examiners of Accounts. In the case of the election of a member of the Executive other than Officers or Treasurer, the President shall countermand the election of the Electoral Districts affected. All the proceedings with reference to the said election shall be commenced afresh provided that no fresh nomination shall be necessary in the case of a candidate who stood nominated at the time of the countermand of the election. On the election being countermanded, the Executive shall determine the timetable for the fresh election. The election shall then otherwise be held in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing rules. Any fresh nominations shall be received by the General Secretary in accordance with the new timetable.
