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NUT POLITICAL FUND
A political fund has been established by the national Union in order to be more effective in opposing racist and fascist organisations. Specifically it will allow the Union to call on people not to vote for candidates standing, for example, for the BNP.  Constituent associations are not permitted to establish their own political funds.
The Union has previously been able to campaign against racism and fascism through use of its general fund.  Activities that have been permitted without a political fund can continue as before.  
Decisions on expenditure from the Political Fund can only be made by the National Executive, through the Strategy, Finance & Communications Committee.

Political Fund – when it must be used
Any expenditure on the following activities, the purpose of which is to seek to influence voting intentions, specifically urging members not to vote, for example, for candidates standing for the BNP or on any other racist/fascist platform, must be met from the Political Fund.
· The production, publication and/or distribution of any literature or document aimed at members or the wider public, using the words “Don’t Vote (BNP)”.
· The production or distribution of any film or sound recording carrying the message “Don’t Vote (BNP)”.
· The placement of an advertisement that carries the words “Don’t Vote (BNP)”.
· The organisation of a local meeting the purpose of which is to persuade people to not vote for the (BNP).
· Making contributions to other organisations, e.g., Unite Against Fascism or Love Music Hate Racism towards similar activities.
Political fund related campaigning/communications must be kept separate from general communications/campaigning activities, e.g., you cannot include a message seeking to influence voting intentions within a newsletter that contains other information, nor can you include within a general mailing an insert from an other organisation such as UAF which is intended to influence voting intentions.

It is in order, however, to include general material within a political fund related campaign mailing, where the cost of the mailing is paid for out of the Political Fund.

Any other activities you wish to organise or contribute to must be checked with NUT head office as to whether they are consistent with the rules of the Political Fund and Union rule.  Queries should be referred to Nuala McGinn by e-mail at n.mcginn@nut.org.uk. 
All applications must be made directly to the national union on the attached form and permission granted for the activity prior to entering into any commitments.  The application process is set out below.  Examples of proposed material must be submitted.
General Funds – when they can be used
The Union has always used its general funds to fight racism and fascism outside the context of elections.  The closer an election, however, the more likely it is that the Political Fund must be used.
General funds held by the Union nationally and by constituent associations can continue to be used for those activities which have preceded the establishment of the Political Fund.  This will include:
· campaigning materials promoting anti racism and anti fascism;
· contributions to external organisations, such as UAF, LMHR and Searchlight, to fund activities outside the context of elections and not involving any message intended to influence voting intentions;
· affiliation to outside bodies for their normal activities, subject to ensuring that their aims and objects are consistent with Union Rule and the rules of the Political Fund;
· the organisation of local meetings promoting community cohesion.
General fund related and political fund related communications/activities must be kept separate.  No political fund related material can be included in a general mailing to members.  If in doubt please check with the national union as above.
Applying for funds from the Political Fund
Applications may be made by associations and divisions for funding in order to campaign during election periods, including national, local and European elections.  No commitments should be entered into before a grant application is approved.
All applications must be made on the attached form and submitted, with draft material, to the Strategy and Communications Department (for the attention of Nuala McGinn).  Applications may be made by post to NUT headquarters, by fax to 0207 388 7860, or by e-mail to n.mcginn@nut.org.uk.  
The Executive will apply a fixed rate to be determined from time to time for items that cannot be accurately costed, e.g., “in-house” printed material which uses electricity, paper etc. Claims should identify the number of copies.
Applications should normally be submitted allowing sufficient time for due consideration, but arrangements will be in place to allow decisions to be made as a matter of urgency where necessary.
The form allows for estimated expenditure to be identified at the initial approval stage, with actual expenditure to be confirmed with appropriate receipts.
