Having worked for 25 years with the National Confederation of PTAs and as  an OFSTED lay inspector  and now running an interactive parents’ website I have no doubt that what will be on the agenda of every meeting and the topic of every debate with parents is SATs.  They are the one issue which unites every parent in the land.  

Whilst parents and pupils welcomed the announcement to abolish Key Stage 3 SATs tests, they were devastated that the Secretary of State was not a big enough man to admit the true story: SATs are and always have been a disaster for children.  The damage the tests cause in families should never be underestimated 

It is hard for parents to rationalize why we continue with SATs, knowing that children in Wales have been spared the trauma of them and the danger of the curriculum being eroded by the inevitable teaching to the test. Parents are still being well informed on their children’s progress in Wales and children are happier
Made to facilitate League Tables for Government propaganda, they have caused damage to the curriculum, stress to parents and children and, of course, teachers. We trust our teachers; they assess on a daily and termly basis: how can they teach if they do not?   
Ed Balls says he has three reasons for continuing with SATs: 
First, to ensure parents have the necessary information when they have to choose a secondary school.   Well, if only it were that simple.  We can all dream about choice but thousands of families know choice is exactly that - a dream.  So one reason goes out.  Parents rarely complain that they do not have the information they need on their child’s progress. 
Second, he wants heads and teachers to understand how pupils are progressing. If they need SATs results (if they ever appear) to do that then they are in the wrong profession.  Some results this year have never arrived but schools have done pretty well without them.
Third, so that the public can hold Government and Local Authorities accountable. We will never be convinced that parents in Cumbria need to know where a school in Devon sits in the League Tables.  For those who have no children in the education system it is not an issue and those whose children have left education will know the truth.  This is an area where Government has totally failed.  Schools teach to the tests because there is no time for a broader curriculum: so let’s be finished with SATs and give schools time to teach without having to fill in endless Government forms.

In a time of severe economic recession many families are at breaking point.  They do not need the increased stress of children who cannot sleep or eat for the worry of the tests; who worry they will “let their teacher down” or “fail the school”, two of the comments frequently heard by parents.  Children have been known to start bed-wetting around SATs time.  These pressures can be the final straw for a family.

As many of you will know, last year a survey showed our schoolchildren to be the unhappiest in the world - an incredible achievement to have overtaken Japan where teenage suicide, related to school failure, is high. Why are we doing this? It is time LEAs stood behind parents and teachers and stopped the madness.  We will recommend that all parents keep children home sick on SATs day - problem solved.

We are in danger of having children in “burn out “ by 11 years old, exhausted by the endless pressure of testing which now begins at 3.  Parents and teachers understand a happy child is one who wants to be in schools which provide a varied and interesting curriculum and not just endless slog on Maths and English. 

Parents want our teachers to use the time to teach, not fill in forms; to share their knowledge and love of learning with the class; to be free to make lessons exciting; and if they go off subject at times, great.  Those are the times when children will probably learn the most and the teachers they will remember when they reach back into their knowledge base in the years ahead.
Should SATs be Abolished
1. Yes (98.0%, 309 Votes)
2. No (2.0%, 7 Votes) 

     Total Voters: 316
This is a new website up for less than a month so still in its development stage but even so in the 10 days this vote has been up, this is the result
http://www.parentsoutloud.com/have-your-vote/
The intention when we have more votes is to press release the finding and call out  Balls & Knight to accept it.  So please help us and vote.

