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Lord Harris of Peckham is the major sponsor of the Harris Academies in South London. He is chairman and Chief Executive of Carpetright plc, which has over 500 shops in the UK and Europe.  He supports the Conservative Party and was made a Tory life peer in 1995, before the Academy programme.  He made a £5,000 donation to the Conservative Party in 2001 and £15,000 in 2004.He is said to be one of David Cameron’s personal friends and have played a role in convincing Cameron to contest the party’s leadership in the summer of 2005.He has contributed extensively to education and as a result, many schools and colleges bear his name. According to The Sunday Times Rich List 2009 he ranks 406th and is worth £130m.
However, in an answer given to a question asked by Lord Bates in the House of Lords on 19 November 2008, regarding what financial contributions sponsors had so far paid, it was clear that Lord Harris had not paid the full sponsorship pledged to some of the Harris Academies. This was also pointed out in an article written by Warwick Mansell in The Guardian 1 December 2009,’Are academies just a ludicrously expensive con-trick’?
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/dec/01/academies-sponsors-government-funding
According to the Harris Federation website, www.harrisfederation.org.uk, the Harris Federation of South London Schools is a single charitable legal entity to which all of the Harris Academies belong.  The key operational management group is the Principals’ Executive Group, chaired by the Chief Executive Officer, Dr Dan Moynihan.  This group meets half termly and reports directly to the Harris Federation Board through the CEO.  The CEO manages the Federation on a day by day basis on behalf of the Board.   Moynihan has a high profile and is often called on by the Government to give advice or evidence on Academies.  For example he gave evidence to the Select Committee on Academies on 1 July 2009 and was a witness for the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill December 2009.  Details can be accessed at www.parliament.uk.  
NUT CONCERNS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The prospectus states that “Our academies are achieving sustained improvement at GCSE level and consistently positive Ofsted inspections.”
It was widely reported in the press that Harris City Academy in Crystal Palace was the first in England to receive a near perfect Ofsted score.  According to the data published on their website they achieved 99 per cent of students who passed 5 GCSEs with A*-C grades (82.32 per cent if including English and maths).  However, the website does not state what subjects these are for and it is very difficult getting hold of this information.  In a report from CIVITAS December 2009 the point was made that” Academies in general are not publishing the subjects and qualifications in which they are achieving their so-called headline results. “Evidence strongly suggests that Academies are reluctant to reveal that students are being pushed into less challenging subjects and qualifications to drive up headline results.”  It is noticeable that examination results are not available on all the Harris Academy websites and a breakdown of subjects taken at GCSE is not given.

The Harris Academies generally appear to be well-run and adhere to STCPD although problems have been reported at some Academies, notably the Harris Academy at Peckham.  However it has been reported that teachers work longer hours (200 days working time with 190 teaching days, 5 CPD days and an extra 5 days outside directed time).
There are points to note about some of the Academies below.
HARRIS ACADEMY PECKHAM
This replaced Warwick Park School which was in special measures before 2001.
The Academy plans to become a centre of excellence in teaching dyslexic children.

According to the NUT Regional Secretary it is the most troubled of the Harris Federation Academies. Southwark NUT has reported concerns about teachers’ workload at the Academy, with senior staff on call throughout the day.  An article in The Evening Standard 13.02.08 reported that this academy temporarily excluded the equivalent of 28 per cent of its pupils in one 12-month period, (2005-2006) compared with the national average of 10.4 per cent.  It also had a high number of permanent exclusions and quite a high percentage of persistent absence compared to other schools in Southwark.
Ofsted reported standards as being “exceptionally low” and singled out significant weaknesses in the sixth from provision.   The January 2010 League Tables showed 26 per cent of pupils achieved 5 A*-C grades at GCSE, (it was 29 per cent in 2008) and only 12 per cent of pupils score at least one grade C in a GCSE in a foreign language.

A Guardian article in October 2009 reported that The Harris Academy Peckham took out an injunction against a woman who was protesting outside the Academy about the disproportionate exclusion rates for black pupils.  It said a law designed to protect women from stalkers was increasingly being used by companies to keep demonstrators quiet. http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/oct/27/high-court-injunctions-protests
HARRIS ACADEMY BERMONDSEY
An Ofsted inspection was carried out in July 2009 which praised the leadership team for bringing about ‘significant and sustained improvement’ but observed that’ there were too few lessons that were outstanding’.  Ofsted reported that the leadership team, which had undergone significant change, was working to improve the curriculum and praised ‘the positive learning environment’.  It noted that a high proportion of students have learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The number of pupils achieving 5 A+-C GCSE grades including English and maths in 2009 was 38 per cent.
HARRIS ACADEMY MERTON
There was considerable opposition to the replacement of Tamworth Manor School with an Academy.  A case was brought to the High Court by Rob MacDonald who urged parents to contest the ‘privatisation’ of education.  He argued that parents did not have access to the funding agreement underpinning the deal. However the case was lost according to Mr Macdonald  because “We have been pitted against the overwhelming resources of local councillors, the MP, the local authority, the sponsors and ultimately the government, all intent upon rail-roading the scheme through whatever the cost.”
Sport is a compulsory element of the curriculum at all key stages and BTEC Sport is taken by all pupils. In August 2008 the results showed a dramatic increase to 74 per cent 5 A-C GCSE’s, the second best results of any school in Merton.  In August 2009 the results showed another dramatic increase to 95 per cent 5 A-C GCSE’s which are the best results of any school in Merton. However, it is worth noting that BTEC First Certificate Sport is equivalent to 2 GCSEs and this is quite likely the reason for the improved results at Merton. As Academies do not have to give a breakdown of their results by subject at GCSE this is difficult to verify but as the Civitas report December 2009 noted “Academies are reluctant to reveal that students are being pushed into less challenging subjects and qualifications to drive up headline results.”
HARRIS ACADEMY SOUTH NORWOOD
This Academy is on the site formerly occupied by Stanley Technical School for Boys which was founded by William Ford Stanley who fully paid for the construction of the school.  However, it is widely believed that Lord Harris actually contributed in cash terms far less than one million pounds to take control and ownership of the state school.  It was agreed that the new Academy should be called the Harris Academy at Stanley but in 2006 Harris changed his mind and unilaterally decided that the school should be called the Harris Academy South Norwood.
There were no Modern Languages and only BTEC Science and limited other subjects, mostly BTECs, for the Year 10 Curriculum 2007/9.
HARRIS ACADEMY PURLEY
In the CIVITAS report published December 2009 entitled ‘Academies’ ‘success’ a sham?’ there is a case study of ‘The experience of a student at the Harris Academy Purley’.  It reports that a parent had been concerned that her daughter, like all the other year 10 students, had been given no choice but to take the Sports BTEC which according to the Government is worth two GCSEs, and therefore had to drop French GCSE.  Under the old school’s system, French was compulsory but in May, Dr Dan Moynihan, wrote to parents with details of a new option system, saying that students would be ‘required’ to do a BTEC in sport while French became optional.  The parent said, “The Harris Academy overrode the GCSE core subjects before the takeover, in order to improve their league table results, the school had been lined up to be replaced by the academy because with only 25 per cent of students achieving five good GCSEs, or ‘equivalent’, including English and maths, it was on the Government’s National Challenge scheme which threatens schools achieving under 30 per cent with closure.”
HARRIS CURRENT ACADEMIES

There are nine Academies currently open in the Harris Federation of South London Schools. The Federation is hoping to expand to fifteen or more.

The Harris Federation was one of the first to become an Accredited School Group.

	Name of Academy

(Local Authority)
	When opened
	Age Range
	Specialism
	Notes

	Harris Academy at Peckham

(formerly Warwick Park)

(Southwark)
	Sept 2003
	11-19
	Business Enterprise and the Performing Arts

Has a dyslexic centre.
	Lord Harris has said that the Academy would have ‘state-of-the-art facilities across the curriculum, which would be available to other local schools’.
From Year 10 there are vocational courses in business enterprise, media, performing arts, motor vehicle engineering, hospitality and catering.
There are reports of problems at this Academy and surplus places.

	Harris Academy Bermondsey

(previously Alwyn Girls’ School)

(Southwark)
	Sept 2006
	11-16
	Media and Enterprise
	Offers a full support Special Needs Department.
‘The Apple Centre provides a bespoke education programme tailored to pupils needs.’
Provision for courses in health and social care.

	Harris Academy Merton

(formerly Tamworth Manor Secondary School)

(Merton)
	Sept 2006
	11-19

Sixth form opened September 2007
	Enterprise and Sport
	State-of-the art ICT facilities.

Sport is a compulsory element of the curriculum.
All Year 10 students follow BTEC courses in media and sport.
Offers a vocational curriculum and a full support education Special Needs Department.




	Name of Academy

(Local Authority)
	When opened
	Age Range
	Specialism
	Notes

	Harris Girls Academy East Dulwich

(previously Waverley School)
(Southwark)

	Sept 2006
	11-19

All girls

(Sixth Form run jointly with Harris Boys)
	Sport, Health Sciences and Enterprise
	A high quality building with and ICT rich environment with whiteboard and tablet technologies.
A modular curriculum.

	Harris City Academy Crystal Palace

(previously Sylvan High)

(Croydon)
Dan Moynihan was the first Academy Head
	Sept 2007
	11-19
	Business and Enterprise with Technology
	State of the art computing facilities.
New facilities for ICT`, music and drama.
New Post-16 Centre.
A particular specialism in Dyslexia education.
Offers a wide range of academic and vocational courses.

	Harris Academy South Norwood

(formerly Stanley Technical High School)
(Croydon)
	Sept 2007
	11-19 (Now coeducational but was boys only since 1907)

Post 16 provision offered in partnership with Harris Academy Crystal Palace
	Business and Enterprise

‘One of the most technologically advanced schools in the country’.
	A brand new building with music recording, radio station and dance studio. State of the art ICT facilities.
A modular curriculum, i.e., learning broken down into 6 week modules.


	Name of Academy

(Local Authority)
	When opened
	Age Range
	Specialism
	Notes

	Harris Academy Falconwod

(New)

(Bexley)
	Sept 2008
	11-18


	Enterprise
Science and 

Sport
	A new 6th form open September 2009 with 250 places. 
Plans are under way for construction of a new Academy building due to be completed and open September 2011.



	Harris Academy Purley

(formerly Haling Manor High School)

(Croydon)
	Sept 2009
	11-16
	Enterprise and Sport
	Offers Catch up classes and one to one support especially in English and maths.
A range of specialised courses including Latin.

	Harris Boys Academy East Dulwich

(Southwark)
	Sept 2009
	
	Enterprise and Sport
	Southwark Council is shortly to begin demolishing the existing structure. A new building ‘a pavilion in the park’ is to be built.

Currently housed at Langbourne Primary.
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