Dear 

End SATs

I am emailing you to raise my concern that the Government is still requiring SATs tests in English and mathematics for pupils in year 6 to take place in May 2010. These tests undermine children’s learning, narrow the curriculum and encourage teaching to the test. Other countries in the United Kingdom have acted on this evidence and only England remains with such a fundamentally flawed testing regime.
As the Children, Schools and Families Select Committee found in their report of January 2010 “schools feel so constrained by the fear of failure according to the narrow criteria of the performance tables that they resort to measures such as teaching to the test, narrowing the curriculum and an inappropriate focusing of resources on borderline candidates …the chances of engaging children’s interest in learning are low with an approach that stifles creativity and focuses on assessment output.”

By way of an alternative I would like to see the Government introduce a national sampling system for English and mathematics tests in year 6, which they have already done for science in year 6 and for all subjects in year 10. A sampling system could be used to give a national picture of pupil achievement without identifying individual schools or children.

Under this alternative system parents would still find out how their child is progressing. Reports to parents would come from teacher assessment, as is currently done in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Many thanks in advance for your consideration of this e-mail.
Yours sincerely,

